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VSBPE:  Ensuring a Caring, Competent, Highly Qualified Educator in Every Vermont Classroom to Improve Student Learning 
 

VERMONT STANDARDS BOARD FOR PROFESSIONAL EDUCATORS 
October 10, 2007 

 
A G E N D A  

 
8:30 – 9:00 a.m.  Call to Order 

 1(A) Approval of Minutes - June 21, 2007 & September 6, 2007      Action 
  Correspondence/Announcements 

   Board Member Updates 
   2(A) Staff Report  
   Agenda Preview 
 
9:00 – 10:00 a.m. ROPA Full Board Training                 Discussion 
 
10:00 – 10:15 a.m.  Break 
 
10:15 – 11:30 a.m.  Committee Work  
 

Administrator/Teacher Relicensing Committee 
 Elect Committee Chair Person 
 3 (ARC/TRC) Policy Manual {Handed out at September 2007 meeting – please bring with you} 
 4 (ARC/TRC) Code of Ethics 
 

Higher Education Committee 
Elect Committee Chair Person 
5(HE) CSC Team Approval                Vote 
6(HE) JSC Focus Visit {Handed out at September 2007 meeting – please bring with you}                       Discussion/Vote 
7(HE) Champlain Two-Year Report {Handed out at September 2007 meeting – please bring with you}    Discussion/Vote 
8(HE) Lyndon Update {Handed out at September 2007 meeting – please bring with you}                        Discussion 
9(HE) St. Michael’s College substantive change                 Discussion 

   
11:30 – 12:30 p.m. Lunch 
  
12:30 – 12:45 p.m. Code of Ethics - Marc Eagle, Esq., Doe Legal Counsel  
 
12:45 – 1:30 p.m. Praxis Waiver Request 
 
1:30 – 1:45 p.m. Break 
 
1:45 – 3:00 p.m. Continue Committee Work  
 
3:00 – 3:30 p.m. Committee Reports and Motions                 Action on 
                       Recommendations 
3:30 p.m.  Adjourn 
 
 
 
 
 
 
*The action listed next to each agenda item represents the intent of the Standards Board at the time the agenda is printed.  It is possible 
that action may or may not be taken on any item listed on the agenda. 
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VERMONT STANDARDS BOARD FOR PROFESSIONAL EDUCATORS 
October 10, 2007 

Dewey Lounge, Montpelier 
 

 MINUTES 
 
MEMBERS PRESENT: Brian Howe, Janet Steward, Cassandra Major, Russell Agne, Susan Jensen, 
Heather McCollum, Ronald Stahley, Stephanie Taylor, Bruce Richardson, Dolly Corkins, Sheryl Aliquo, 
Judith Jones. 
 
MEMBERS ABSENT: Kathy Finck. 
     
STAFF PRESENT: Marta Cambra, Bob Gross, Mary Beth McNulty, Deb Giles, Marc Eagle, Rebecca 
Otis. 
 
VISITORS/OTHERS PRESENT: Sherry Gile, Director for Professional Programs, VT NEA. 
 
CALL TO ORDER: B. Howe called the meeting to order at 8:38 a.m. 
 
B. Howe asked if there were any additions or corrections to the minutes of the June 21, 2007 or 
September 6, 2007 meetings.   
 

J. Steward moved to accept into the record the minutes of June 21, 2007. J. Jones seconded. 
Motion passed.  

 
C. Major moved that the VSBPE approve the minutes of the September 6, 2007 meetings.  
S. Aliquo seconded. Motion passed. J. Jones abstained. 

 
BOARD MEMBER UPDATES 
 
B. Howe updated the Board regarding the School Nurses taking the Praxis I exam. He attended the 
Vermont State School Nurses Association annual meeting where he gave a presentation on licensing in 
general and Praxis I. The presentation went well; they asked him to come back and do the same 
presentation at the VT National Education Association (NEA) conference.   
The previous Board voted not to waive the Praxis I requirement for the School Nurse and Associate 
School Nurse endorsements. 
 
STAFF REPORT – Educator Quality Team 
 
B. Howe asked about the report in regards to provisional licenses. What are the reasons for the 
extensions? 
B. Gross responded that candidates need to submit a plan saying that within a two-year period they will 
be licensed. A majority of the time extensions are granted due to personal reasons or extenuating 
circumstances. The licensing office grants 75% of the provisional license extension requests due to 
extenuating circumstances. The extension is good for one year and in some cases for six months. 
 
B. Howe stated that provisional licenses are being given to people who are not licensed at all. 
B. Gross stated this was true. He stated the licensing office is working with the superintendents that are 
requesting the provisional license. 
 



Vermont Department of Education 
Vermont Standards Board for Professional Educators 

 

VSBPE October 10, 2007 Draft Meeting Minutes  2 
 

B. Howe asked if superintendents need to verify that they have advertised a position and they do not have 
any qualified applicants available. 
B. Gross stated this was true. 
 
There were no additional comments on the Staff Report. 
 
B. Howe provided an agenda preview. He then mentioned that the Board should review their sample code 
of ethics. Next month the Board will begin to look at the commonalities and build a framework for the 
code of ethics. 
 
ROPA Full Board Training 
 
MB. McNulty spoke to the Board about the ROPA process. She detailed the Level I Licensure Portfolio 
and the Institutional Portfolio.  
The Board broke into small groups to discuss the seven program approval standards. Groups reported on 
the individual standards and how they fit into the institutions’ programs and practices.  
 
The Board took a break at 10:30 a.m. and then broke into committee work at 10:45 a.m. The Board 
dismissed for lunch at 11:30 a.m. and reconvened at 12:30 p.m. 
 
Code of Ethics - Marc Eagle, Esq., Doe Legal Counsel 
 
M. Eagle spoke to the Board detailing what a code of ethics is used for. He stated that he will need to 
speak to Commissioner Cate regarding the language in Act 214 and how this should be used to formulate 
a code of ethics.  
 
S. Taylor stated that the Board will need to know if the code of ethics should be used as a disciplinary 
tool or a statement to aspire to. 
M. Eagle said that if this language will be used to interpret statutory reasons for sanctions, then the 
document should be very carefully worded. The VT NEA should also be included in that discussion. 
 
J. Steward asked about putting a disclaimer in the code of ethics. 
M. Eagle responded that a disclaimer does not always ‘hold up’ depending on the circumstances. Any 
code of ethics that we develop at this level would only be advisory. 
 
B. Richardson stated that the Teacher/Administrator Committee is waiting to be advised on how to 
proceed, based on information from those involved with formulating the statute.  
 
The Board continued committee work at 12:50 p.m. and reconvened at 2:00 p.m. 
 
COMMITTEE REPORTS 
 
Administrator & Teacher Relicensing Committee – D. Corkins reporting 
 
D. Corkins stated that the committee worked on the policy manual and had an in-depth discussion about 
the code of ethics. 
 
 
 
 
 
 






